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To my fellow members, this past September it was my time to pass the gavel as they say on
some occasions. My time as president has been longer than most and probably more challenging
than some. There was COVID, and dealing with the virtual world, those virtual kinks certainly do
present certain challenges.
 
But I have enjoyed the experience and enjoyed helping the association even if we only made
baby steps to where we wanted to go, but baby steps are still moving forward. It is always the
goal to assist in improving the environment that we work within. This has been the goal for many
years and always the hope of each President who takes the position. To work with the Board of
Directors to improve our working environment and work towards better relationships with the
Dentist members. We have improved some communications with the dentists but still have lots of
work to do towards improving the relationships and earning more respect and better working
conditions.
 
But this takes lots of work and energy and we need to work together. It takes many hands to
make a change, which is why I always encourage registered dental assistants to be a part of the
board, join the movement, and help work towards our goals.
 
I will pass the gavel onto our new President Heather Brownlee who has been in this role before,
so I know she has the experience and the same drive to continue the goals of the association.
This will be alongside our Board of Directors and the new Executive Director; Kyle Mason who is
very competent in his skills and determination. I look forward to the progression of our missions! 
 
Sincerely,
 
Trina Bourgeois
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President: Kelly Mansfield (Ontario Dental Assistants’ Association) 
Vice-President: Robyn Brown (Newfoundland & Labrador Assistants’ Association) 
Treasurer: Tabatha Blais (MDAA) 
Secretary: Alicia Marshall (Ontario Dental Assistants’ Association) 
Past President: Heather Brownlee (MDAA) 

Melissa Blow (Saskatchewan Dental Assistants’ Association) 
Natalie Marsh (Nova Scotia Dental Assistants’ Association) 
Chelsea Nicholas (New Brunswick Dental Assistants’ Association) 
CWO Susanne Richard-Wilson (Royal Canadian Dental Corps) 
Crystal Wall (Alberta Association of Dental Assistants) 

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer. I’m sorry to see it end but this is our back-to-business time of the year
as we had our last meeting in June at our AGM in Ottawa. 
 
It’s been a year full of changes for the CDAA with the appointment of our new Executive Director, Leslie Wirth in
April. She brings extensive professional experience in Organizational Transformation, Strategy, and Governance.
In June at our Annual general meeting, we appointed a new board.
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The CDAA joined the Institute of Corporate Directors in May and has since started our training in the Rotman
Governance Essentials Program (GEP). Our President, Secretary, and NBDAA had their training in September,
and I will be attending that program in November. Being part of ICP gives us valuable resources and educational
opportunities. We are excited to use this resource as the CDAA keeps moving forward. 
 
At our AGM, we as a board decided that instead of meeting every 6-8 weeks over Zoom, we would have 4
meetings a year. They would be in person in one of the residing provinces of our Board of Directors. Our first
meeting this year is October 15th, 2023, in Halifax.  
 
We had a presentation at our AGM on Taking a Bite out of Workplace Harassment and Violence for Dental
Assistants Across Canada, presented by Jennifer Wootton, BComm, LLB, Workplace Investigation Law. We
learned about Human Rights Laws, Workplace Harassment and Violence Laws, and Health and Safety Legislation.  
 
September 14th, 2023 there was a small presentation from the Mental Health Commission of Canada. They spoke
about different courses they have for workplace mental health and wellness for Oral Healthcare Professionals.
Should you wish to check out their website they have some resources that would be a starting point for any office,
Mental health Continuum tool and mental health guides and posters are available.  
 
Finally, I am excited to announce that the CDAA is re-branding. This will take over a year, and I am excited to keep
you all up to date during this process. 
Have a safe and wonderful fall.  
 
Best Regards, 
 
Tabatha Blais
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Our partners with Industrial Alliance Insurance and Financial Services Inc., have
recently arranged a special offer for members until October 31, 2023!
 
You and your spouse can purchase up to $50,000 of Term Life Insurance with NO
medical questions. Learn more at  www.specialmarkets.ia.ca/offercdaa 

Kyle is an experienced award-winning Indigenous Consultant
and Nonprofit Leader with a proven track record of making a
difference. Kyle has extensive experience building non-profits
from the ground up or helping them grow to new heights. Kyle
believes in building on people's and the community's strengths,
not the gaps. In his personal time, you can find him attending
local community events, volunteering on numerous boards, or
spending time with his young son.
 
You can reach him at mdaa@mdaa.ca 
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President - Heather Brownlee
Vice-President Navroop Randhawa
Treasurer - Jessica Schultz
Secretary - C. Athena Wilford
Past-President - Trina Bourgeois

Marta Bhopalsingh
Tabatha Blais
Pam Mikos
Meghan Ostlund
Grettel Gonzalez

MDAA Mission Statement:
 
“To advance the careers of dental assistants in Manitoba, and to promote the dental assisting profession in matters of education and
professional activities that enhance the delivery of quality dental health care to the public.”
 
The Manitoba Dental Assistants Association is your member services provider and exists to assist you with continuing education
opportunities which include updates on relevant health issues and changes within the dental assisting profession.
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