E-Alert – COVID-19

At March 15, 2020

MDA, MDAA Members,
The COVID-19 event continues to be a fluid situation. The public health risk associated with
COVID-19 is still considered low for the general population in Manitoba and Canada, but this
could change at any time. The Province of Manitoba is dedicating a tremendous amount of
resources in order to keep provincial healthcare bodies/authorities and the general public
updated by the hour on COVID-19.
The MDA Board’s official position is that our primary sources for information related to COVID19 include:




Manitoba Health https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/index.html
Shared Health https://sharedhealthmb.ca/health-providers/coronavirus-resources/
Health Canada https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada.html

Please visit these websites for resources related to updates and management of the COVID-19
event.
The MDA receives daily updates directly from Manitoba Health and Shared Health, and will
continue to share those updates as soon as information becomes available:
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/health-providers/coronavirus-resources/
Please familiarize yourself with the facts surrounding COVID-19:
https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/publichealth/factsheets/coronavirus.pdf
Shared Heath MB Position on the issue as of March 15, 2020 is as follows:
The management of elective procedures for patients who are at risk of having COVID-19
has been developed:
Please Note: This is a rapidly evolving situation. As information is made available,
further clinical decisions based on evidence and leading practice may be made. These
will be communicated to you.
All regional health authorities and service delivery organizations are reminded that
Manitoba’s response to COVID-19 is being provincially coordinated and jointly managed
by Manitoba Health, Seniors and Active Living and Shared Health. Organizations should
not proceed with decisions or direction beyond the provincially-endorsed measures
below without the involvement of regional leadership AND provincial specialty
leadership, as required.
Should an organization or individual site experience staffing challenges that require
further discussion, they should escalate these to regional leadership. Should an
organization or individual site experience challenges in achieving consensus related to

the definition of “Elective”, those discussions should be escalated to regional leadership
and then to Provincial Specialty Leadership if consensus is still not achieved.
1. Any patient who has returned to Canada from international travel (including travel
to the United States) within the past 14 days should not have an elective
procedure even if asymptomatic.
2. Any patient who has been in direct contact with a known positive COVID-19
patient within 14 days of the contact should not have an elective procedure even
if asymptomatic.
3. Any patient who has been in direct contact with a person who is undergoing
testing for COVID-19 should not have an elective procedure until the results are
confirmed negative, even if asymptomatic.
4. Any patient who has an influenza-like illness at the time they show up for their
procedure should not have their elective procedure;
5. Any patient who has an unexplained new cough should not have an elective
procedure, even if they do not have a fever.

As Health care is under provincial jurisdiction, Manitoba Health and Shared Health remain the
source of recommendations for health care providers in Manitoba. As such, Manitoba Health
and Shared Health will serve as the dental profession’s information source for advice and
resources and for determining our next steps.
MDA dentists may choose to avoid non-essential and elective procedures. Emergency
treatment should continue as usual.
The MDA recommends that providers prepare for the possibility of a suspension of nonessential and elective services.

Here is some basic information to help you navigate this health issue:
Transmission:
Evidence suggests that the coronavirus spreads from person to person through small droplets
from the nose or mouth which are spread when a person with COVID-19 coughs or exhales.
These droplets land on objects and surfaces around the person. Other people then catch
COVID-19 by touching these objects or surfaces, then touching their eyes, nose or mouth.
People can also catch COVID-19 if they breathe in droplets from a person with COVID-19 who
coughs out or exhales droplets.
Screening:
According to Shared Health Appointments should be rescheduled for patients who have:






Travelled internationally within 14 days prior to onset of illness
Come into contact with someone who has or is suspected of having coronavirus, OR
Had close contact with someone with flu-like symptoms who has travelled
internationally within 14 days prior to onset of illness, OR
Been exposed to laboratory specimens of persons who may have been infected with
COVID- 19, AND
Have signs/symptoms suggestive of coronavirus
o Cough, Fever, Sore Throat, Runny Nose, Weakness, Headache

Communication:
Shared Health have poster resources appropriate for the workplace for patients and staff.
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/health-providers/coronavirus-resources/
Employee Concerns during COVID-19
Manitoba Health has good resources on Workplace adaptations.
http://www.manitoba.ca/covid19/workplaces.html
People’s First HR is the MDAs source for information relating to employment issues. If you have
any specific HR questions about how COVID-19 may impact your workplace, please contact
our hroncall@peoplefirsthr.com
Risk-informed decision making for mass gatherings:
Manitoba Health and Health Canada are advising all organizations to cancel events where there
is a potential gathering of 250 or more people.
Travel:
According to Shared Health, Health-care providers should give serious consideration to
cancelling or postponing all non-essential travel outside Manitoba.
According to Manitoba Health, Manitobans are strongly advised to cancel or postpone any nonessential international travel.
Please review Manitoba Health on travel advisory:
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/travellers.html

