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Mission 
 

"To advance the 
careers of dental 

assistants in 
Manitoba and to 

promote the dental 
assisting profession 

in matters of 
education and 

professional activities 
which enhance the 
delivery of quality 

dental healthcare to 
the public." 

 

 

H1N1 Flu Virus Health Emergency Operations Centre:  

Communication Messages for H1N1 

 

 The H1N1 influenza cases in Manitoba and most of North America 
have been mild. 

 The recent cases in Manitoba have had no Mexican travel connection. 
This is an influenza strain that is now circulating in our communities 
like other seasonal flu strains. 

 There is no need to close schools or businesses. 
 The only thing you need to do is to follow the simple steps to prevent 

the spread of infection through frequent hand washing, coughing and 
sneezing into your arm, not your hands, and staying home if you have 
only mild symptoms. 

 There are instructions for flu self-care on the website at 
www.fightflu.ca or the Manitoba Health website. 

 If you have questions or concerns about your illness, call HealthLinks 
at     1-877-800-0002 

 Health officials will continue to monitor the situation. 

 

Winnipeg Regional Health Authority www.wrha.ca 

Public Health Agency of Canada www.publichealth.gc.ca 

Province of Manitoba http://www.gov.mb.ca/flu/index.html 
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Faculty of Dentistry 
School of Hygiene 

 
http://umanitoba.ca/faculties

/dentistry/cde/index.html 
 

Go to website for Continuing 
Education opportunities 

 

 
 

2009 / 10 Course Offerings 
 

Expanded Intraoral Skills 
Module 

(treatment liners, matrices, 
topical anesthetic, etc.) 

 
Dental Assisting Intraoral 

Refresher Course 
(to meet current registration 
requirements for DA’s who 

have been out of the field for 
a number of years) 

 
These two offerings will begin 

in January, 2010. 
 

Please call Patty at (204) 627-
8545 or DAinfo@ucn.ca for 

registration details. 
 

 

Dean for the Faculty of Dentistry – University of Manitoba 

 Dr. A. Iacopino 

JANUARY 28-30, 2010  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Periodontitis has been traditionally regarded as a chronic inflammatory 
oral infection.  However, recent studies indicate that this oral disease 
may have profound effects on the systemic health.   

The first section of the program will highlight recent evidence that links 
periodontal disease to various systemic diseases and conditions such as 
cardiovascular disease, respiratory disease, arthritis, stroke, Alzheimer’s 
disease, diabetes, and preterm birth.  

The second section will use Diabetes, currently the most common chronic 
disease in North America, as an example of a potential reciprocal 
relationship based on periodontitis-unduced changes in systemic 
biochemistry and physiology.  This section will conclude by covering 
recent approaches to interdisciplinary patient management, current 
trends in insurance industry reimbursement for preventive care, and 
potential performance improvement measures for comprehensive care.   

The third section of the program will provide a brief overview of aging 
and demographic issues related to various aspects of dental care.  The 
section will also provide an overview of the relationship between oral 
health and diet/nutrition in the elderly.  The fourth section of the 
program will provide a broad overview of the most common clinical finds 
and pathologic conditions in elderly patients.  Discussion will include 
unique concerns of the elderly regarding prevention of oral disease and 
interdisciplinary patient management in various health care settings. 

Dr. A Iacopino biography go to : 
http://umanitoba.ca/dentistry/deans_office/deans-bio.html 

Topic: Periodontal-Systemic Connections: The Importance of 
Maintaining Oral Health for Young Adults and the Aging Population 
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June 2009  
 

It has been a pleasure this past year to be serving on the MDAA Exec. When I was recently 
approached to provide an article from a rural perspective I thought it would be interesting to hear 
about "What's happening in Southern Manitoba?" 
  Since January 2008 the Dental Assisting Program has been introduced to the Red River College 
Campus in Winkler, Manitoba. After dental assisting for 23 years in private practice I was 
extended the opportunity to join the faculty and am excited to say it has been an amazing 
venture. From an integral class of 8 students in 2008 to a fall 2009 intake of 20 students, things 
are quickly progressing within the program. A common concern from rural practicing dentists for 
years has been the difficulty in attracting registered dental assistants to dental practices outside 
of the city limits. We feel this need will be supported by offering the Level II Dental Assisting 
program at the Winkler campus. The support from local dentists and the 
surrounding communities has been overwhelming! 
   In an ongoing commitment to "community outreach dentistry" our students take part in 
providing dental health presentations to local schools, parental groups, Hutterite colonies and 
geriatric centers. We also visited and toured students with Kari Enns at Siloam Mission and the 
Health Action clinic to challenge the students' thinking of dentistry away from a traditional dental 
office. It has been a great way to introduce our students to the concept of looking beyond the 
boundaries of chairside dental assisting and feeling the rewards in the power of educating. Most 
recently, in the summer of 2009, two students accompanied Dr. Brain Minaker (RRC's clinic 
dentist) and dental students from the University of Manitoba to Guatemala on a dental missions 
trip. The students had an amazing experience and were reminded of what an impact one can have 
in the lives of the less fortunate. 
  In closing, we feel the opportunity to offer the dental assisting program in southern Manitoba 
will allow students to explore what rural living is all about and at the same time meet the 
concerns expressed by local dentists. Good things are happening in Winkler! 

 

 
Lois Bergs, Past MDAA President, Lois received the Marion Edward Award for exemplary service to the 

Association. Lois received this award at the 2009 CDAA AGM in Toronto. 
 

Kari Enns, Director of Saul Sair Health Centre for the Siloam Mission. Kari received the Diane Pike Award for 
contributions to the CDAA Journal and Continuing Education Library. 

 
Janet Neduzak, MDAA Executive member CDAA 25 Year Pin is presented to a member who has been in the 

dental profession for 25 years and has also been an active member of the CDAA for 25 years. 
 

Please join us all in congratulating all recipients for a job well done. 

 

 
 

Manitoba Award Recipients   

 

 
 

We are pleased to 
announce the second 

offering of the  
Preventive Dentistry 

Scaling Assistant 
Certificate. 

 
All registered Level II Dental 

Assistants are eligible to 
apply. 

 
The full-time course offering 
will run from March to June, 

2010. 
 

Please call Melissa at (204) 
627-8333 or DAinfo@ucn.ca 

for registration details. 
 

  

 

 

 

  

 
Employment Opportunities 

 

go to the MDA website or call the MDAA office and request your name to be put 

on file. When an employer calls we will contact you to see if you would like to 

apply for the position. All communication is kept in confidence.    

 

 

RURAL PERSPECTIVE – JANET NEDUZAK 

Public Health Agency of Canada www.phac-aspc.gc.ca  General information for health professionals 

mailto:DAinfo@ucn.ca
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/
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www.westmanparent.com 

 
WestMan Parent Magazine    Look for us! 

 
The MDAA executive board has decided to sponsor the WestMan Parent 
Magazine. 
Financial sponsorship along with monthly articles will be our commitment.  
If you would like to add an article please contact the MDAA office. 

 

On September 21st, 2009 the OHT 
met.  This would be the last 
meeting conducted by Dr. John 
Campbell as he is resigning as 
chair of the oral health team and 
Dr. Carmine Scarpino will become 
the new chair. The main topic of 
discussion was the revision of the 
Scope of Practice for Dental 
Assistants and Hygienists. This 
will be an ongoing topic between 
the oral health team and the MDA 
Board.  Discussions will continue 
at the next meeting on November 
16th. 
 
The MDAA had surveyed 
specialty practices in Winnipeg, 

  
Date: December 1, 2009 (Tuesday) 
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
Location: Caboto Centre,  1055 Wilkes   Winnipeg, MB 
 
TOPIC & SPEAKERS: 
7-8 pm : Topic: What is Compounding? 
Denis Wong, B.Sc. Phar., FAARFM,CCN, ABAAHP. White Ridge 
Pharmacy 
8-9 pm : Topic: Dental Care in Winnipeg’s Inner City 
Kari Enns, Director, Saul Sair Health Center at Siloam Mission. 
 
Register by calling the MDAA office.  586-7383 ς Name & ID 

Oral Health Team 

Free         Continuing Education Credits     Free    

 

Reminders: 

MDA office 
 

 Continuing Education 
updates will be sent in the 
mail to all Registered 
Dental Assistants in the 
month of November.  

 

 Please review and compare 
your points to your own file. 
If there is a discrepancy 
please send a copy of your 
receipt to the MDA office 
and indicate clearly that you 
are re-submitting. And as 
always you must have your 
registration number clearly 
marked. 

 

 Manitoba Dental 

Association will be getting 

ready for the Winter 

Convention 2010. Should 

you like to volunteer 

please contact directly at 

988-5300 extension #3 for 

Rafi Mohammed. 

 If your address has 

changed please contact 

the MDA office.  The 

annual registration 

package will be sent in 

December 2009, therefore 

they would like to have up 

to date information on file. 

 Correction: MDA website is:  
www.ManitobaDentist.ca 

 

.ò 

  

 
 

 

 

  

and with these results a list of 
potential additions to the scope of 
practice have been developed and 
presented to the Oral Health Team 
and the MDA Board.   
 
Expansion of the Scope of Practice 
will not only benefit Registered 
Dental Assistants but the dentist by 
continuing to make dental 
assistants a vital component of the 
dental team. I will continue to keep 
the dental assistants informed of 
any updates from the oral health 
team. 
                           Amanda Shewfelt,  
                            President, MDAA 

  

 

  

National Salary & 
Benefit Survey  

results can be found on 
the CDAA website. 

www.cdaa.ca   
Manitoba survey details 

are available upon 
request by email at 

mdaa@mts.net  

http://www.manitobadentist.ca/
http://www.cdaa.ca/
mailto:mdaa@mts.net

